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GENERAL PAPER WRITING GUIDE
	PRELIMINARIES
a.
Is the title of the paper clearly and concisely stated?

b.
Is the problem being investigated clearly stated?

c.
Is the paper well formatted?

d.
Is the complete paper summarized / covered in the abstract?

e.
Is the context of section clearly described?

f.
Are the relationships between the various sections of the paper clear?

	ABSTRACT

Must provide: 

· Background of the research

· Problem statement
· Purpose of the study

· Summarized objectives 

· Research design and locale

· Sample size/materials/equipment
· Data collection and analysis instruments

· Key findings

· Main conclusions
· Key recommendations 

	INTRODUCTION
· Background -Demonstrate and support the need for the study.

· Problem statement (‘why’ of the study)-gaps to be filled must be precisely and concisely stated. 

· Purpose/Aims/general objective.

· Objectives must be concisely elaborated.

· Study should be original and relevant to research objectives. 

· Significance/Rationale (what has the study revealed? To whom is it of use and how?) Researcher must point out the relevance of the findings to academic, geothermal industry and policy makers. 

· Research must be original in its approach and the findings should contribute to the body of knowledge of geothermal.

· Author should clearly state the Scope/Delimitations of the study in terms of content, methodology/ materials, geographical, theoretical, conceptual, temporal ...).  

· Limitations-if any.

· Definition of terms-researcher must define any term whose meaning depart from the common or ordinary usage.

	LITERATURE REVIEW
· Creatively introduced and highly organised literature review that outlines the historical, theoretical, conceptual and contextual aspects of the study. 

· Exposes issues and facts that prompted the investigation of the problem (justifying the undertaken study).

· Relevant literature to the investigated problem.

· Author should provide a succinct Summary of the main issues (composite picture of what is known) of the review.

· Conclusion-course of actions taken to solve the investigated problem. This should be consistent with the knowledge revealed in the literature review. 

	MATERIALS/METHODOLOGY
The procedure used to answer research questions should be appropriate to the problem statement / objectives.

· Methods used should be creatively and clearly articulated and justified.

· There should be a clear research design and relevant to the research questions. 

· Where target/accessible population was required, the researcher should provide adequate justification. The procedure used to get it and the sampling techniques applied must be sufficiently justified. 

· Tools used to collect data must be relevant to the study objectives. Features of each tool must be described and justification given against the choice of each tool. 

· Author should be clear on research procedure (what data was needed, how it was collected? By who? From who? When and where?

· Author should elaborate how the quality of data was controlled? - Techniques used to test validity and reliability of data. 

· Instruments / Equipment used to analyse data must be relevant to the study objectives. Features of each instrument must be described and justification given against the choice of each instrument. 

· Assumptions-they must be clearly stated if any, e.g., variables should be precisely stated; explained why they may have or may have not influenced the findings? If any control measures were taken, there should be succinct description of the measures, how they were done and why? 

· Limitations of the methodology-author should clearly explain the hindrances or weakness of the research procedure, if any. The source of each limitation must be stated and well explained/put into context; effect of each limitation on the study should be clearly pointed out, and then followed by justification why the research had to be conducted anyway.

	DATA PRESENTATION, ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION
· Results should concisely reflect the objectives and aims of the study.
· The type of data (quantitative or qualitative) should be appropriate to the presentation style adopted. 
· Tables, figures and diagrams should have appropriate caption and must be appropriately referenced in accordance to the given style. 
· Discussion of the findings should relate to the literature reviewed.

· Data related to each objective should be presented and interpreted under a relevant sub-heading that reflects the concerned Objective.

	DISCUSSION, CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS
· Original, creative and highly relevant to the research questions, and should be clearly articulated.

· Clear summary of the main findings relating to the study objectives and their implications on hypotheses, practice, theory, context and concept.

· Indicate how the study helps to solve the original problem.

· Indicate the extent to which the findings support or deviate from the previous studies. 

· Provide a plausible explanation to the deviation, if any. 
· Findings must make significant contribution to the existing knowledge (practice, theory, context and concept).

· Conclusions should relate to the main research questions or objectives.

· Recommendations should be presented in short, precise and self contained paragraphs, each reflecting to a specific objective.

	REFERENCING
· In-text citations must appear in the reference list.

· In-text citations must be in accordance to the referencing style as in the template given to authors by the organising committee. 

· Reference list must adhere to a referencing style provided in the paper template
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